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Introduction
The major duodenal papilla (papilla of Vater) is the point where the dilated junction of the pancreatic duct and the bile duct (ampulla of Vater) enters the duodenum 1 . It is a slight elevation on the duodenal mucosa when observed through the lumen. It is usually located on the posteromedial wall of the second part of the duodenum 2 . It is an extensive anatomical and functional region that traverses the duodenal wall.
Location of major duodenal papilla provides information to gastroenterologist regarding opening of common bile duct and pancreatic duct in the duodenum during ERCP. 
Methods
The 10% formol saline fixed specimens were initially washed with running tap water to wash away the formol saline so as to avoid irritation to the eyes and nasal mucosa. Then the specimens were taken in a dissecting tray, and the surrounding fat and other unwanted tissues were removed carefully with . the help of sharp scissors, fine dissecting forceps and BP blade to expose the duodenum. Then the specimens were washed with water and dried with the blotting paper. The duodenum was incised along the lateral border to expose the lumen. Location of the major duodenal papilla was observed and recorded.
Result
Location of the major duodenal papilla as observed in the present study are shown in Table I . 
Discussion
So far it is known, there is no published work on human cadaveric duodenum in our country, whereas only a few studies had been carried out in other countries. So, the present study could not be compared with any previous similar study on the Bangladeshi population. 10 regarding the course of the common bile duct into the duodenum in 1,000 patients, the major duodenal papilla is mainly located in the second part of the duodenum (82%), and occasionally in the transition between the second and third part (12%) or in the third part (6%). The finding of the present study was similar with the above findings.
